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Five-year anniversary of the MARRI Regional Centre
(2004-2009)

“Diear MARRI Friends and Colleagues,

The MARR] Regional Centre in Skopje was offically opened on 18 Movember 20034 to serve as a secretariat to the MARR]
Regloml Forum and to accemplish MARR] political commitments. The MARRI Reglonal Centre provides a link berween the
Presidency of the Regional Forum and tha MARRl Member States, functiening as the administrative and supporting
structure{secretariat of the MARR] Regional Farum, Ever since then, the MARR] Regional Centre has been fully funcdonal and it
plays an advisory, iformationssharing and coordination rofe, with the eventual geal that the associated states develop European=
level :u.mh.rdudh,pﬂnﬂnn,tr:hﬂn;mdpmu. The represencatives of the'Vestern Balkans cowntries take part in the work
of the Cantre, whereas the Centre sarves as a kaizsen office for all activities related to the issues of migratien, asdum, border
maragement, visa policies and consular cooperation, refugee return and settlemant

In the period of five years, the activides of the MARRI Regional Centre were focused on strengthening of the reglonal cwnership,
prometing the European dimension of the region and enhancing the eperational capabilties of regional co-operation and
intensifying co=operation among MARR] Member States in MARRI fields. The geal of MARR] and the MARR| Regicnal Centre in
Skopje i to invest special efforts in the process of further development and implementation of its Strategy & Programme of
Action by the MARRI Member Staves and synchronised with relevant international actors. In the course of the past five years the
main abjective of promatngand implementing MARR] izsves has bean achieved as far as MARRI could supportic

The MARR] Regional Centre became the princigle forum established by the region itself, bringing together the countries of the
reglen on migration ssues. The fact that the countries of the region regularly coma together through MARRI events and their
valuzble contribution to activizties show the importance the countries themselves place in this forum After five years, we can state
that the concept of regional co=operation is now firmly embedded in the region™

Dr. Trpe Stojanavski, Director, MARRI Regional Centre
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MARRI RC participation at Budapest Process meeting on readmission (Zagreb, 27-18 August 2009)

ZAGRER, Croatia = MARR] Regional Centre was representad by the Direcvor, Me Trpe Stojanoveki at the Budapast ProcassWorking
Group on the South East European Reglon tided"Practicalimplemencadon of Readmisslon Agreements In the Seuth East Eurapean
Region™, which was erganized in Zagreb on 27 and 28 August 2009, by the Croatian Ministry of Inserier and ICMPD. Dir. Stojanovski
made 3 presentation an the topic “Practical Cooperation on Readmission Within the Framework of MARRI, presenting the
importance of the Readmission Agreements for the MARR] Member States in its visa liberalisation and European integration
srocess, repional cooperation and exchange of infermatan in the MARRIreglan, chalkenges and difficulties in the implementaton of
the reagmission agreements from the regional perspective, as well as presenting the statistical infermation for all ste MARREI
countries, The meeting ended with working sessions on best practices in practical readmission covering comman challenges and
sriorities for readmission in the region and conclusions.

SEPCA representative visited MARRI RC (Skopje, 9 September 2009)

SKOPJE, Macedonia = Dr. Trpe Stejanevski, Directon, MARRI BT, held a meeting with Mr. Reto Brunhart, Senior Adviser, Southeast
Europe Polce Chiefs Association (SEPCA), in Skapje on ¥ September 2009, Mr. Brunhart presented SEPCA, its fiedds of activities,
structure, role, responsibilties as well as developed projects, Dr Stojanovski appropriatdy presented MARR] RC and consequent
MARRI project propesals. Mr. Brunhart and Dr. Stojanovski examined the modalities of future cooperation between MARR] and
SEPCA They discussed SEPCA's and MARRI: activities thas pertain to the region especially in the subjects of mutual interest such as
fighting llegal migration and THE, A special atention was paid to RCCs support to both arganisations and importance of IPA funds
e the region. Moreover, they discussed practical implemenation of the Mellin the way o halp each ather and vo make synergy in
the imglementation of the foreseen respective activides of mutual interest.

RCC, MARRI to promate rule of law principles in South East Europe (Sarajevo, | & September 2009)

SARA|EVO, Boznla and Herzegovina « Director of the Migradan Asylum, Refugees Reglona] Inidatve (MARRL), Trpe Svojanovekd and
Hido Biscevic, Secretary General of the Regional Cooperation Council (RCC), sined a Memerandum of Understonding en
developrent of on effective regional copperation on fssues of mipratian, asplum, refuges retwn, visa polices and berder menagement at the
RCC Secretariat in Samjeve on 16 September 2009 The agreement is to enatle cooperation inareas of commen concern, in arder
1o promete Fule of w principles and sorengthen reglonal cooperation in South East Eurepe (SEE). More specifically, ic will support
the efferts of the countries in 5EE to respond to and identify the chreats emmanating from ilegal migration and wrafficking in human
poings; sustain regional cooperation among migration, asum, refuges, berder and consular authorities; and foster collaboration in
South East Eurcpe based on shared policy approaches and strategies, transfer of knowledge, experience and best practices, mutual
asslgtance and implementaton of international standards and principles.

MARRI Regional Cormmittes Meeting (Skopje, 21-21 September 200%)

SHOPJE, Macedonla —The firse MARR] Reglanal Commictes Meeting, organized by the MARR] Reglonal Centre under Mantenegrin
MARR] Presidency,was held in Skopie on 21 and 22 September 200%. The meeating was epened by H.E. MrAbdulkadar Memedi, State
Secretary, Minisery of Foreign Affairs, Republc of Macedonia, The MARR] Regional Committee, consisting of high level official of
Ministries of Foreign Affairs of MARRI Member States, coordinates the activities and provides puidelines for the MARR] initiative
and canslders ways of implementing ldeas on cooperation within the MARR] Member Staves The Comrmittee diseuzses and reviews
the activities of the working bedies of MARRI and provides apprepriate guidance to them.
During the meeting, the MARRI Regional Committer has reviewed the activities up to date and proposed ways of implementing
ideas on cooperation within the MARRIMember States in MARR] areas The MARR] Regicnal Committee members have expressed
thelr strong ded cation o present and strengthen the vislbilicy of the In‘tathe within the reglon. before the European Unlen and
internatienal community The same Cammittes has also advised on mechanisms for enhancement and further cosrdination of
internal coaperation in every MARRI Mamber Stace in relation to issues of migration, refugees and asplur,

Visit of highdevel MoS asylum officials from BH (Skopje, 7 October 2009)

SKOP|E, Macedonia = Mr, Marijan Baotic, Assistant Minister in the Asylum Sector in the Ministry of Security of Bosnia and
Herzegovina and Mr. Mustafa Pasalic, Chiel af Section for Reception and Programme in the Ssyblum Secvar in the Ministry of Securizy
af Boana and Herzegevina, had & meeting with Me Trpe Svojanovskl, Director of the MARRBI Regional Centre, in Skople an 7
October 200%, Mr. Marijan Bactic and Mr. Mustafa Pasalic presenced Ministry of Security of Bosnia and Herzegowvina's past, current
and planned activities in the area of asylum. In that respect, they announced upcoming Asylum Conference, to be arganised by the
Ministry of Security of Bosnia and Herzegovina in Sarajeve on 2] and 12 Oceober 2009, Furthermaore, both parties discussed about
sossible medalities of future reglonal cosperaten In the fleld of asdum with an emphasis on the project orlented approach as a
sassible medalty for regional cooperation, In that regard, it was mentioned that Project Proposal in the feld of asdum prepared by
the MARR| Regional Centre would te of mutual interest for MARR] Member States. Both sides expressed firm belef for
maineining n.lr\ci.d;r estaslished excellent cooperation berwesn MARRIaad the BH Hini:tr:r -DfE:-curi'.}'.
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State Secretary of the German State of Brandenburg visited MARRI RC
({Skopje, § Oetober 200%)

SKOP|E Macedonia = State Secretary af iterior of the German State of Brandenburg, Mr Hans |Urgen Halinen, visiced the MARR]
R on 9 Oerober 2009, as part of his official visit to the Republic of Macedonia. Mr. Hohnen and Dir. Stojanowski expressed
satisfaczion with btest cooperation efforts, as seen in the study visichwarkshop, “Best practices in managing reception/desention
centers for asylum seekers” organised by the MARRI Regional Centre in partnership with Ministry of Interior of Land of
Brandenburg, which was held in Porsdam and Eizenhumenstadt Detention Centre for Asylum Seekers in Land of Brandenburg,
Germary on 18«19 June 2009, In that respect, he praised the cooperation with MARRup to date.

‘Warkshop “Management of Labour Migration in MARRI Member States™
(Skopje, 16 October 200%)

SKOPIE Macedanka = The MARR] Reglona] Centre, under Montenegrin Presidency of the Inicadve and thanks te kind financial
support from the Czech Government organised a Workshop “Management of Labour Migrazien in MARRI Member States™ in
Skopje on 16 October 2009, The opening speech was delivered by Mr. Marjanca Todoravski, State Secretary, Ministry of Lazour and
Social Policy, Republic of Macedonia, The main cbjective of theWorkshop was to present current stace of affairs in management of
kbour migracan within and beoween countries of the reglon, discuss identfied obstades and propose sustainable solutions The
focus was on developed natienal pelicies. bilateral and mukibreral kegal inscruments for reguladon of Bbour movemenes as well
asimprovement in their implementation, The objective was also to strengthen the communication setween rebevant stakehelders in
the region (governmental institutions regubting kbouwr movements) improve methods and qualicy of exchanged information and
thius, creane basis for developing sound pobeles and dmely and effective measures.

Workshop "Best practices in reception asylum seskers by family and gender categories™
({Skopje/Chrid, 17-19 MNovember 2009)

SHﬂF‘] E.Macedonia = The H.l:l:l:ptiun Centre {n'.ﬂ:ﬂum Seakers of the Flr:pul:l|ic of Macedania, in pﬂ.rh'lcr:hi:-wit" MARR] F'.Egi-nna.l
Centre, arganised the Launching Meeting™Verkshop of the MARE] Member States” Heads of Reception Cenres for Asylum
Seekers and MOLAsdum Unics on topic "Baest practices in reception asylum seekers by family and gender categories.” held in Skepie
and Ohric. Republiz of Macedonia an 17- 19 November 2009, The objectives of the Launching Mecting™Warkshop was to
commence establishiment of netwark for cooperation among heads of reception centers far ]!:fIL mseckers and MO Asylum Units
I the format of Directorium as well a3 vo exchange the best practices, dentify gaps and possible solutions for recepton asylum
seekers by family and gender categories (make, female, unaccompanied miners, ecc.). Launching Meeting™Workshep was realized
shraugh twe groups of activices; (i) study visit of reception centre for asylum seekers inVizbegove near Skapje. Macedania, and (i)
I:.unl:h'ng rr'cctin_gn'wnrlt:}'up in Ohrd, Macedania.

MARRI RC participate at the Conference on multisannual regional scrategy on JHA
{Sarajevo, 16=17 Dac. 2009)irs

SARAIEVIOD, Bosnia and Herzegow ne—The MARRI Regional Cencre delegation led by DeTrpe Stejancvski, Direcvor of the MARRI
Regional Cencra, will participate ac the Conference on mukisannual regional stracegy on justice and home affairs, to be held in
Sarajevo on 1&=17 December 200%, The Conference is organised by the RCC Secretariat and it marks an importantforeard in
fostering regional cooperation as an inbegrated, coherent, sustainable and transparent process. The event aims to identify and
centralise reglonal pricrides, needs and objectves to be addressed in the coming years in the justice and heme affairs area, and e
recommend, based onan action plan,implementable solutions,

MARR| Regional Forum/MARR] Committes Meeting (Becici, 17-1 8 December 200%)

BECICL Mentenegre = MARR| will organise its Regional Committes Meeting and Regional Forum under the Maontenegrin
Chalrrrmanship=ir=Crflce in Beclel on 17=18 December 2003 The meeting of the Reglonal Commites will be held on 17 Decamber
003 i order to coordnare and discuss the MARRI Regicnal Centre Action Mlan 20032010 as well as o approve a number of
strategic documents of the Initiative: bilateral agreements on mutual consubar protection, draft texts on interagency cooparation
and any other issues according the Agenda The second part of the Regional Ferum will take place on 18 December 2009 The Forum
provides an eoportunicy for its Member Staves to discuss current and future acthvities of MARRI in the framewark of regional
cooperation and regicnal cwnership. The main issues of the Initiative and the Regional Centre will be discussed and adopted during
the Forum. Reiterating the importance of regional cooperation in the field of migration, asdum, border management, visa regime
and consular cooperation, refugees return, 28 a vita] part of EU integration process and the commitment of the Governments of
MARRI Member States for managing popubstion mevements in 5EE, based on the recommendadans of the Thessalonlki Aganda,
ramains highly relevan: with full support towards its realisation,



MNew MARRI Project “Establishment of Metwork for Co-operation among Border Police on International
Alrport Border Crossing Points in the MARRI Member States™ (November 2009—September 20]0)
- - o
SKOPJE, Macedonia - The Swiss Government finances the ﬂ a9 '..'
implementation of the MARRI Project “Establishment of Merwark for y e
Co=pparation between Border Police on International Airpert Border .
Crogsing Points in the MARE] Member States” MARRI partness in the
implementation of the Project are the Police Cooperation Convention
Secrerariat and the Southeast Police Chiefs Association. The project will
bzt eleven months, starting from | November 200% The Project is a
follow up of the workshop sitled “Establishment of network for co=
operation batween border police on intermational airport border
crossing peints in the MARR] Member States.” held in March 2009 in
Skopje. Dwuring the aboveementioned event, the participants have
recognised the need to develop sustainable and permanent network for o
cooperation and information exchange among border police on —_—

international airport border erossing points in the MARRI MS (Albana, i -
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Creatia, Macedonia, Montenegroand Serbia). - "o =

Mew document on MARRI Member States' Visa Systems (October 2009)

SWDPJE, Macedonia - The MARRI Regional Centre has prepared theof MARRI member Stares’ Visa Sysvems, dong
withComparative Table for Visa Stacstics 2008 and Table for Wisa Statistics 2008, This documant, with particular emphasis on
priorities of visa regimes, is based on input of the participants of theVisitYVorkshop “Best practices in management of wisa
systerns (Shopje, 22-23 June 2009). According to approved internatianal migration standards, visa issuance is considered the first
protaction bne against the incernatienal movernent of persons wha might represent a security risk.Efficient control of migration
iz a key preroquisite imposed by the EU on MARR] Member States (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croata, Macedonia,
Montenegro and Sertia), a5 a strategic interest in terms of their visa policies. To this end, in accordance with MARRI pricrities in
the area of visa and consufar cooperation, the MARR] RC organizsed the abovesmentioned StudyVisit'Workshop "Best practices
in ranagement of visa systers. | objective was to assist MARRI Member States’ national institutions responzible for managng
overall visa issuing process in their afforts to achieve Schengen standards and provide seme guidance and examples of establishing
and mainining a visa issuing system,

Upcoming MARRI meetings in the first half of 2010

Censular meetng regarding Mel on Mutual Censular Protection and Services (Skopje. 26 January 20010}

MARRI Friends Meeting/Diplamatic Briefng (Skapje, 27 january 2010

StudyWisit within Project “Establishrrent of network among border police on nterrational alrport border crossing peints In
tha MARRI Member States™ (Zirich, March 2010}

MARRI Committee Masting (Mantensgre—Face TBC, March 2010)

Warkshop Mao. | within Project “Esmblishmant of nevwork ameng border palice on incernatianal airpert border crassing
points in the MARR] Member States” (Belgrade—TBC, April 2010)

MARRI Regional Forum (Montenegro—Place TEC, Aprl 2010)

Worlkshop Mo, 2 within Project “Esmablishment of network ameng berder police on intermational airport border crossing
points in the MARR] Member States” {Zagres—TBC, May 2010}

' MARRI Regional Centre— Skopie, Macedonia
=1 {i=1. Tal: ++38% I 3235700; Far++389 2 323571 |

1 : i :

Migiation, Aeylim, Refegees Riegions! Initistive
For subscripzion te the MARR] Mewshkoter and other publications, please de not hesitate to contct ws at omail address
info@marrmre.orgmk. For further Information on MARRD activides please visit our official website ar www.marrisre. org.
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